[Lead poisoning in children from the industrial region of Silesia--hematologic indices].
In the paper, the basic parameters of blood morphologic pattern were assessed in school children exposed to toxic heavy metal emission. The studies included 323 children aged from 7 to 14 years, living in the region of emissions of the Mining-Ironworks Complex "Bolesław" in Bukowno. In these children haemoglobin concentration, haematocrit and erythrocyte and leucocyte counts were determined using routine laboratory tests. The obtained results were compared with corresponding results in the control group which consisted of 163 children of either sex living in a control region without exposure to heavy metals. In the studied group in most age subgroups significant decreases of erythrocyte count haemoglobin concentration and increases of haematocrit value were observed in comparison to the control group. At the same time, in these children, ten times higher, in relation to the control group, incidence was found of haemoglobin concentrations below 120 g/l, characteristic of anaemia. As it seems, one of important factors causing the decrease of the value of the parameters of blood morphologic pattern in the studied children is chronic microintoxication with lead, manifesting itself as significantly increased concentration of delta-amino-laevulinic acid in urine which is a sensitive marker of this intoxication.